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ABM Warheads. Tested, in Nevada . 


By Drew Peargon 
and Jack Anderson 

Without mny fanfare, the 
Atomic Energy Commiasion 
has been conducting highly 
significant tests deep under 
the deserts of Nevada to 
demoostpate that the anti- 
bailistic missile system will 
really work. 

And to prevent any public 
protests over the tests. Presi- 
dent Nixon has dispatched two 
of his most trusted personal 
emissaries, Charles (Bebe) Re- 
bozo and Herbert Klein, his 
communications director, to 
Nevada to smooth the feathers 
of Howard Hughes, biggest 
owner of Nevada real estate, 
who has vigorously protested 
previous underground nuclear 
tests. 

The reason for the urgency 
of the current tests is that 
Mr. Nixon wants them finished 
prior to Senate debate over 
the anti-ballistic missile sys- 
tem in order to counteract 
the contention that the ABM 
is untested and won’t work. 

The Nevada tests consist of 
exploding nuclear warheads 
in vacuum compartments un- 
derground. The vacuum com- 
partments are supposed to 
simulate the lack of air densi- 
ty in outer space since the 
ABM would be exploded at a 
very high altitude. 

In these underground vacu- 
um compartments are being 
detonated nuclear waiheads of 
a simulated 200-megaton 
strength, which is four timw 
greater than anything yet ex- 


ploded. So far the blggeri;' 
nuclear explosion is a 50- 
megaton blast by the Russians. 
It’s planned that the United 
States will use up to 200 mega- 
tons' to knock out any incom- 
ing enemy missiles. ABM’s 
tentative plan is to explode 
incoming missiles high up in 
outer space, in effect fight a 
nuclear duel in the skies. 

So far the tests have indl 
cated, according to some scien- 
tists dose to the scene, that 
the ABM would be able to 
knock out any Chinese mis- 
siles, but not Russian missiles 
which are highly sophisticated. 

Who’s Tapping Wires 

What the Nation needs right 
now is a forthright Congress- 
ional Investigation of wiretap- 
ping and electronic eavesdrop- 
ping, otherwise known as 
bug^ng. 

At present the Nation is 
confused over a vital question 
which could move us clqser to 
a police state. Reasons for the 
confusion are: 

► J. Edgar Hoover says that 
the late Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy ordered 
the tapping of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s tele- 
phone. 

' Former Attorneys General 
Ramsey Clark and Nicholas 
Katzenbach say that Hoover 
was the eager beaver to do the 
bugging. 

• William Loeb, the New 
Hampshire publisher, has 
given a sworn affidavit that 
an assistant director of the 


kBI'iSt^'^l^Bbbby Kieiin^y IpIdLed one of HoovC^^gftssi^:*^* 
operateif a 'special diWI^n directon, Quinn Tamm, 

spy on Teamsters PTiSsideBlr li^dls 
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James R. Hoffa and tapped his 
wire Intensively. 

• The Justice Department 
has stated in court that the 
FBI engaged in wholesale 
electronic eavesdropping over 
an indefinite period of years. 
President Johnson stopped 
this. 

• Finally, Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell has let it be 
known that he will resume 
wholesale wiretapping regard- 
less of court opinions which 
have ruled evidence obtained 
by wiretapping to be \mcon- 
stitutional. 

All this adds up to the fact 
that the public is entitled to 
know who is tapping whose 
wires and why. A Senate probe 
of wiretapping was held tmder 
Sen. Edward Long, a Missouri 
Democrat, later accused by 
Life magazine of having a con 
flict of interest with Hoffa’s 
lawyer. Long delved into In- 
ternal Revenue eavesdropping, 
but was scared to death re- 
garding the FBI and J. Edgar 
Hoover. They were left unin- 
veatigated. 

The fact is that the last 
three Presidents have been 
equally afraid of tangling with 
Hoover. It is also a fact that, 
after building up the effici- 
ency of the FBI over a long 
period of years. Hoover has 
now become a dog in the man- 
ger regarding crime preven- 
tion. 

When the International As- 
sociation of Chiefs of Police 


oh” him and tried tesgfit hi$^^ 
fired. 

When Rep. James Scheuer*^; 
(D-N.Y.) proposed a special in- 
stitute on crime prevention in 
the Justice Department, Hoov- 
er opposed it as a rival to the .2> 
FBI. 

When Attorney General Ken- 
nedy tried to set up a special - 
unit in the Justice Department ,, 
to fight the Mafia, as did 
other Attorneys General, Hoov- *’* ; 
er opposed it because it might . " 
compete with the FBI. 


Afraid of Hoover 

Not one Attorney General 
in the past eight years has 
been able to work with Hoov- 
er. Although supposedly a part 
of the Justice Department, he - 
operates entirely on his own. 
Months pass and he does not 
even speak to the Attorney 
General. 

So me Congressmen, of 
course, are acutely aware of 
the fact that Hoover’s far-flung , 
investigatory agency can, or 
already has, picked up some 
of their own private shenani- - 
gans — as when a well-known 
“house” was raided in Wash- 
ington and the FBI picked up , 
the “madam’s” little black . 
book listing the names of 200 
Congressmen. 

There aren’t many Congress- . 
mep with enough intestinal . 
fortitude to probe wiretapping, 
but there are some and they 
should do it. « 
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